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Northern Essex Com- 
munity College has an- 
nounced that Darren 
Stratton will return to 
the college as men’s bas- 
ketball coach for the 
2020-21 season. The an- 
nouncement was made 


by NECC Director of | 


Athletics Dan Blair on 
Thursday. 
Anew First-Year 
Knight’s 
for students who are new 
to Northern Essex Com- 
munity College, has been 
created for students en- 
rolled for the Fall 2020 
semester. The program 
is for students who have 
previously atteneded a 
different college. 


Vaughn Abbott, an 
alumnus of the North- 
ern Essex Communi- 
ty College graphic de- 
sign program, returns 
to campus in March, 
not as a student, but as 
am accomplished artist, 
with his exhibit “Effigies 
and Transformations: A 
Digital Art Show.” The 
show will be exhibited in 
the Linda Hummel-Shea 
ArtSpace in the Harold 
Bentley Library on the 
Haverhill Campus, 100 
Elliott St. from Monday, 
March 2, 2020, through 
Friday, April 3, 2020. 
Continues page 6 
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Animated alum 


Coutesy photo 


Matt Incontri graduated from the graphic design program at NECC and went on to acheive his 


dream of becoming an animator. 


NECC alum animates Tina Fey for SNL 


Patty GOSSELIN 
Campus life editor 


From using his drawing skills 
as a “party trick,” to illustrating 
Tina Fey for SNL, find out how 
a NECC graphic design student 
achieved his dream of becoming 
an animator. 

Matt Incontri began at NECC 
in 2009 the fall after his gradua- 
tion from Amesbury High School. 

“When I started applying to 
colleges, my portfolio from high 
school was practically non-exis- 
tent,” he said. 

Incontri loved drawing and 
using his skills to make friends 
but he said he never really took 
it seriously. 

“T always knew I wanted to be 
an animator. I was always attract- 
ed to movies-and animated films, 
I was drawn to moving pictures,” 
he said. 

When he started applying to 
colleges and people would ask 
him, what he wanted to do with 
his life, he said he fell back onto 
the one thing he knew he was tru- 


ly passionate about: animation. 

In 2009 he had only applied to 
one college, and he got in, but it 
was too expensive for him and his 
family to afford. 

“So I decided to go to NECC 
to build my portfolio,” he said. 
When Incontri enrolled at NECC 


they didn’t have an animation 


program, but the closest thing 
was graphic design. He soon set- 
tled into that program. Accord- 
ing to Incontri, he was motivated 
but he wasn’t happy to be in the 
graphic design program. 

“] just wanted to be animating 
and drawing cartoons,” he said. 
“Looking back, going to NECC 
and pursuing graphic design was 
one of the best things I'd ever 
done because it helps me on a day 
to day basis with my job, and it 
gave me basic knowledge that I 
can always fall back onto.” 

“Graphic design is so market- 
able as a trade, it’s so versatile 
and it’s what has gotten me the 


most amount of work,” he said. 

“At the time I wasn’t real- 
ly sure how graphic design was 
going to translate into work, but 
the more I got into it, the more it 
sparked an interest in me.” 

Although NECC wasn’t In- 
contri’s first choice school, he 
says he adapted to his situation 
and realized he could get many 
credits out of the way and transfer 
those credits to a four-year school 
in the future. . : 

What’s good about NECC, ac- 
cording to Incontri, is that it’s so 
affordable so there’s less pressure 
and students are able to try out 
different things until something 
sticks. 

When Incontri started at 
NECC, his end goal was to trans- 
fer and hoped eventually that 
would lead to a career in anima- 
tion. 


Story continues on page 7 


March 6-_ Escape 
room trip to Boda Borg 
'in Malden. 25$ with 
Valid NECC ID. 


March 11- Passport 
to inclusion: A multi- 
cultural extravaganza 
Atrium L Dimitry In 
Lawrence. 5-8 P.M. 


March 1i- _ Liber- 
al arts career panel. 
and networking event. | 
|Panel: Lecture Hall 
‘A Spurk Building in 
Haverhill. 11 AM-12 
PM. Networking event: 
Center for liberal arts 
(C209) 12:15PM-1PM — 


Haverhill Campus 
/ 100 Elliott St., Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Campus 
_45 Franklin St. main lobby - 
Call 978.556.3333 froma 
cell vine ease 

any campus phone on 

Meacea’! ms 
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Coronavirus: a real threat? 


By CAMERYN TIEULI 
Editor-in-Chief 


The world is now living in fear © 


of a viral outbreak at the hands of 
the COVID-19 virus. But what 
exactly are we all afraid of? 

The World Health Organiza- 
tion states: Coronaviruses are a 
large group of viruses that are 
common among animals. The 
viruses can make people sick, 
usually with a mild to moder- 
ate upper respiratory tract ill- 
ness, similar to a common cold. 
Coronavirus symptoms include 
a runny nose, cough, sore throat, 
possibly a headache and maybe a 
fever, which can last for a couple 
of days. 

The outbreak began in the 
Wuhan region of China, located 
in the Northeast region of the 
country. 

The CCP, China’s ruling par- 
ty, first reported an outbreak of 
an pneumonia-like respiratory 
illness on Dec. 31, according 
to CNN. It went on to state that 
these cases took place between 
Dec. 12 and Dec. 29. 


Within a month the virus had 
spread to numerous other Asian 
countries and other continents, 
with Italy having the most no- 
table outbreak in the Western 
world. 

One of the reasons that many 
professionals believe this disease 
has spread like wildfire is its long 
incubation period. 

The virus is believed to have 
an incubation period of 14 days. 

Many pundits have also point- 
ed to China’s lackadaisical and 
perhaps purposely underwhelm- 
ing response to the initial out- 
break. 

Many believe that China 
looked to cover up and limit the 
outbreak themselves, but that the 
outbreak soon became too big for 
them to keep it under wraps. 

We now have 43 confirmed 
cases and two confirmed deaths 
in the United States, according 
to the Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention as of Monday 


night. 
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Many news outlets are report- 
ing higher numbers. 

Both deaths occured in the 
state of Washington, which also 
has the most confirmed cases. 

There has even been one con- 
firmed case in the state of Mas- 
sachusetts. 

But how scared should we be? 
Could this epidemic be elevated 
to the level of a pandemic? 

Could it approach the levels 
of the 1919 influenza tragedy? 
Could it become a modern day 
bubonic plague? 

The answer to these last two 
questions is “not likely.” 

The fatality rate for someone 
that contracts the coronavirus 
is somewhere between 2% and 
3.5%, according to worldometer. 
info. 

Most of these fatalities were 
either people that were of old age 
or had preexisting conditions. 

The bubonic plague killed in- 
discriminately and the influenza 
of 1919 disproportionately af- 


fected young and healthy people. 

To top it off, our medical 
knowledge and practices have 
improved exponentially to this 
point. It is safe to say that we do 
not have to worry about this virus 
wiping out a significant portion 
of the world population, at least 
at this point. 

But one thing that is worri- 
some is this administration’s re- 
action to the disease making its 
way across the pond to us. Trump 
and his officials have down- 
played the danger and potential 
for disaster when it comes to the 
virus. This response could make 
a still not insignificant problem 
very’significant.. 

. Many have also criticized the 
appointment of Vice President 
Mike Pence to head the effort 
to combat the spread, citing his 
lack of medical experience and 
lackluster effort containing an 
HIV outbreak when governor of 
Indiana E 

Also this has some cause for 


concern with the economic im- 
plications this disease carries 
with it. Quarantines and travel 
bans have negatively affected the 
economy, to the point where the 
Nasdaq composite, something 
often used to gauge the global 
economy, has dropped over 1000 
points in the 2 weeks. 

We live in a world that is more 
connected on a global level eco- 
nomically than ever before, and 
as such whenever global travel 
is limited the economy reacts in 
such a way. 

But this virus isn’t close 
enough to harmless to justify lift- 
ing quarantines and travel bans 
for the sake of returning to eco- 
nomic normalcy. Doing so could 
exacerbate the economic pitfalls, 
as well as put a non-insignificant 
amount of the population at risk. 

I fear not the virus itself, as 
much as I fear how the string 
pullers of the world will react to 
it. 


Raa REPRE 


Do you have a favorite class? And why? 


conversation. 


IV. 


OLIVIA GOURLEY 
JOURNALISM/COMM 
Journalism II because I love Professor 
Shafer, I like that she engages us in 


A ZAMORA 
WRITING, ART & MUSIC 
Fiction writing with Tom Greene, 

I really like writing even though it 


takes a lot of planning. 


ERIN CABRAL 
EXERCISE SCIENCE 
Chemistry with Pamela Hallock, because 
she’s a very passionate professor. 


ELIZAH CRUZ 
EXERCISE SCIENCE 
Psych 101 with Hilmar von Strunck be- 
cause he makes it interesting and easy to 


% 


follow. 
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How to look good and stay warm 
The art of layering clothes 


By ERIKA RIVERA 
Opinion Editor 

We need to face the facts; New 
England weather is confusing! 
One day it feels like spring the 
next you’re shoveling 4 inches of 
snow off your driveway. 

It’s like being in a relationship, 
with an unstable partner, and if 
you’re anything like me you’re 
probably wishing that you’d read 
the dang weather app. 

I’m constantly going out of 
the house wearing some ques- 
tionable outfits. Well that stops 
now! I promised myself that in 
2020 I would work on looking 
more presentable in the winter 
,and the best way to do so is _lay- 
ering clothes. So here are my tips 
on the art of layering. 

Tip #1: “Read the dang weath- 
er app.” 

Listen I understand this strug- 
gle too. 

Some days it seems like a lot 
of work to open one out of the 
million apps on my phone, but 
you just have to do it: It’ll save 
you time, and it’ll shorten the op- 
tions of clothing to wear. 

Tip #2: Start with an oversized 
turtleneck base. 

This makes it easier to layer 
things on top while keeping you 
warm and lean on the bottom. 

Tip #3: Oversized is your best 


Photo by Erika Rivera 


Layers are key when it comes to winter fashion. 


friend. 

Oversized clothes tend to be 
warmer and easier to just throw 
on top of whatever you’d like to 
wear. This is my go to for when- 
ever I’m running late. 

Tip #4: Wearing tights under 
jeans. 

This is an efficient way to keep 
your lower body warm and make 
your pants look fuller if you need 
the extra leverage.(I know I do) 

Tip #5: Play around with tex- 


tures. 

When trying to layer it always 
looks nicer when you stay around 
the same color scheme , play with 
the fabrics. For example, cotton, 
denim and faux leather work well 
together. 

Tip #6: Wearing hosiery under 
dresses. 

Wearing two pairs of stockings 
can allow you to wear your spring 
/summer dress In the middle of 


Photo by Erika Rivera 


The right pair of stockings can help keep your legs warm. 


winter. Just apply a skin toned 
matching one on the bottom and 
a darker one on top. This won’t 
guarantee to keep the cold away 
but it will keep you warmer. 


Tip #7 :Try it till you like it 

There’s not right or wrong to 
do it just play around with it until 
you find your weather matching 
masterpiece! 


Mass. Transfer program offers opportunities 


By CAMERON DiGENOVA 
Correspondent 


Students attending North- 
em Essex Community College 
have the convenient option of 
using the Mass transfer pro- 
gram if they wish to contin- 
ue their education in state (and 
some out of state schools too). 

Some students reportedly wor- 
ry about applying to new schools 
- specifically their chances of 
getting in - but with the. Mass 
transfer, you are guaranteed to 
get into all participating schools. 

As a lot of students are un- 
sure of where they would like 
to attend, this is a great pro- 
gram for a way to help narrow 


Students can save money and time 


down options for education. 

Convenience and less- 
er cost: The Mass _ trans- 
fer program offers both. 

Students who §attend/at- 
tended Northern Essex were 
asked their opinions § on 
the Mass transfer program. 

‘T’m honestly not really 
too informed on exactly what 
the Mass transfer program is.” 
Maille Dobson, 21, an envi- 
ronmental science major said. 

“A few of my friends have 
discussed the program a couple 
times, and just from what they say 
I think it seems like a good op- 
tion. I do know that Umass Low- 
ell participates, and that actually 


really makes it relevant to me as I 
plan on going there for my Bache- 
lor’s.,” she said. “I don’t have the 
option to room at school, so it’s 
important to me that I have options 
that still allow me to commute.” 

It is true that the transfer pro- 
gram is good for students who 
plan on commuting to school. 

Some students whoalreadytook 
advantage of the program were ea- 
ger to share their opinion as well. 

“For me personally, the Mass 
transfer was exactly what I need- 
ed.” said Sophia Marcus, 20, a 
Northern Essex graduate cur- 
rently enrolled at Salem State 
University for Communications. 

“When I was still in high 


school, I knew I wanted to go to 
Salem State. I had planned on 
going there to begin with, but 
the Mass transfer program really 
solidified it,” she said. “Attend- 
ing Northern Essex and utilizing 
this program basically guaranteed 
my acceptance into my school of 
choice, and I strongly recommend 
other students use this program.” 

One student, who is duel en- 


rolled in Worcester State Uni- ~ 


versity as well as Northern Es- 
sex, did not use the program. 

“It’s really not relevant 
to me,” said McKenzie Me- 
deiros, 20, a biology major. 

“T did not use the Mass trans- 
fer program, but looking back, I 


pete as, -ahis paper is your voice, too! 
__ We want to see what you have to say. _ 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


wish I explored the opportunity 
a little bit more. I think NECC 
has some great opportunities with 
the universities it partners with. 
There’s definitely a fairly large 
range of schools that are part of 
the program, and opens up a lot 
of possibilities for students.” 

There are quite a few 
schools available to transfer 
to with this program. Fitch- 
burg State, Framingham State, 
Salem State - these are but a 
few of many options available. 

There are options for nurs- 
ing, education, biology, business, 
criminal justice, engineering - 
the possibilities seem endless. 
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Rayza Carrasco, a student of life 


Lawrence resident inspires youth through art 


NATALYA CRESPO 
News Editor 


Rayza Carrasco, or Ray, a 
24-year-old resident of Law- 
rence, has been a_ student 
here at Northern Essex since 
the spring semester of 2018. 

Although her concentra- 
tion is in English and Liter- 
ature, she’s enjoyed many of 
the Art Foundations classes 
that the campus has to of- 
fer. Carrasco has previously 
spent time exploring pho- 
tography, the performing 
arts, modeling, and poetry. 

With the skills she gained 
from learning and_ hands 
on experience, she has 
served as a lifestyle and 
marketing intern with mul- 
tiple fashion _ platforms. 

With all her curiosity in 
digital media, her former po- 
sitions eventually led her to 
work as a production assistant 
with 1121 studios, a multime- 
dia production company. She 
assists with on-set production 
and manages the wardrobe. 

Carrasco is usually be- 
hind the scenes of produc- 
tion; however, she _ recent- 
ly made an appearance in a 
short film called “Erika,” re- 
leased Feb. 29, and directed 
by Northern Essex General 
Arts student, Michael Tejada. 

Carrasco puts her passion 
for art and design into support- 
ing YDO’s organization for the 
youth, by being a mentor to 
high school and middle school 
students. Today she serves as 
Artist-in-Residence at YDO, 
teaching components of mixed 
media and fashion design. 

She is currently the Assis- 
tant Gallery Curator for the 


NECC Linda Hummel-Shea 
Art Space, which is locat- 
ed in the Bentley Library 
on the Haverhill Campus. 

“T support our gallery coor- 
dinator Marc Mannheimer, in 
setting up and breaking down 
shows, and any other artists’ 
needs before they showcase 
their exhibit on campus,” 
Carrasco says. “I wanted to 
continue doing more with 
art, despite my degree, while 
I’m on campus. I wanted to 
transition into another work- 
study position that called 
me to build my _pre-exist- 
ing knowledge and passion.” 

In her free time, Carrasco 
creates art in all types of me- 
diums. She enjoys going to 
museums and naturally, she 
supports her peers in music 
and art shows, as. she always 
keeps her love for the arts 
alive. She also challenges her- 
self by attending workshops, 
or forums on community and 
creative inclusion or research. 

“IT hope this job gives me 
the opportunity to work with 
artists throughout my life and 
continues to encourage me 
as I produce my own body of 
art,” Carrasco says, “I want 
to further educate and support 
aspiring artists in all walks 
of life or academia to present 
their work the way they feel 
that it should be interpreted.” 

She hopes to create commu- 
nity, conversation and change, 
one experience at a time. With 
that, Carrasco is getting ready 
for her first solo exhibition that 
will be happening this year. 


Courtesy Photo 


Rayza Carrasco after producing Style Forecast Fashion Show in Lawrence’s Everret Mills 


in 2018. 


Courtesy Photo 


Rayza Carrasco works alongside artist Gary Lapointe Jr. as a printing apprentice at West- 


ern Avenue Press. 


Biden 2020 campaign surrogate draws a crowd 


By Ricu Papova 


NECC professor 
On Thursday, Feb. 27, Steve 
Kerrigan, a surrogate speaker 
for the Biden 2020 presidential 
campaign visited Northern Essex 
and nearly filled Lecture Hall A. 
The visit, sponsored by the 
Global Studies Department and 
organized by faculty member 
Rich Padova, was the third since 
last fall by a presidential can- 
didate or their representatives. 
Last October, Admiral Joe 
Sestak visited before  drop- 
ping out and last December 
representatives of the Andrew 
Yang campaign visited before 
their candidate dropped out. 
Kerrigan, who has held key po- 
sitions in government and politics 
over the years was the 2014 Dem- 
ocratic nominee for lieutenant 
governor in Massachusetts and 
was also a Mass. Third District 


congressional candidate in 2018. 

Kerrigan spoke eloquently 
and forcefully for the Biden cam- 
paign and why voters in Massa- 
chusetts should consider voting 
for the former vice president on 
Super Tuesday, March 3. Ker- 
rigan spoke about Biden’s long 
service in the U.S. Senate and 
his eight years as vice president. 
He said he was always fight- 
ing for the middle class, veter- 
ans, students and others in need. 

After being introduced by 
Professor Padova -and then giy- 
ing his own introduction, Ker- 
rigan answered many questions 
from the audience. Four profes- 
sors brought their classes to this 
event, some students came on 
their own and members of the 
general public were also in the 
audience. All indications were 
that Kerrigan was an excellent 
speaker and represented the 
Biden campaign extremely well. 


A volunteer from the Mas- 
sachusetts Biden campaign also 
came to the event and distribut- 
ed campaign literature, signs and 
paper fans on a stick with Biden’s 
picture on one side and the words 
“T’ma fan of Joe” on the other side. 

She also signed up students 
who were interested in volun- 
teering for the campaign. Af- 
ter the question-and-answer 
session ended, Kerrigan stayed 
behind and chatted with stu- 
dents and others one-on-one. 

All 2020 presidential candi- 
dates from both major parties were 
invited to speak at Northern Essex 
prior to the Massachusetts presi- 
dential primary and the Global 
Studies Department was pleased 
to host visits by Admiral Sestak, 
representatives of the Yang cam- 
paign and Steve Kerrigan as a 
surrogate for the Biden campaign. 


Photo Courtesy Dermot Luddy 
Steve Kerrigan, standing, left, listens to a comment from 
the audience during his visit to NECC on Feb. 27. Kerrigan, 
a surrogate speaker for the Biden 2020 presidential cam- 
paign, spoke to a crowd that nearly filled Lecture Hall A. 
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_ Student government needs you! 
SGA looks to bolster numbers and increase involvement 


Jonas D. Ruzek 
Correspondent 


In spite of its cancelled Thu., 
Feb. 20 meeting, the NECC Stu- 
dent Government Association 
(SGA) says it is pushing onward 
towards attaining its chief goals: 
community outreach and (result- 
ing) internal vitalization. 

According to both unofficial 
meeting records provided to the 
Observer by SGA secretary and 
notetaker Chloe Upham and re- 
marks from Upham herself, the 
organization’s long-standing goal 
to grow low membership and 
strengthen weak student involve- 
ment in SGA affairs has taken 
center-stage in its meetings this 
semester (the records have been 
edited by Upham but have not yet 
been publicized, as the SGA did 
not meet on Feb. 20 to review, 
approve and release them to the 
public via executive vote). 

Upham says the SGA is mov- 
ing to temporarily end its practice 
of weekly, closed-door Executive 
Board (E-Board) meetings of 
only elected officers and instead 
organize biweekly public tabling 
events during which SGA mem- 
bers can converse with students. 
SGA members hope, according 
to Upham, that making such a 
change would help boost mem- 
bership and increase productivity. 

The SGA’s fourth planned 
public forum of the semester was 


called off due to the absence of 
Stephanie Haskell, the facul- 
ty-employed adviser to the SGA. 
Head of NECC Haverhill audio- 
visual (AV) services Rick Ing- 
ham says that he received a text 
message from Haskell, at 3:42 
p.m., as he was setting up for the 
SGA’S 4 p.m. meeting. 

The text notified him that Has- 
kell had been out sick all week. 
Ingham sets up and monitors the 
webcam, projector, and speakers 
that bridge the physical gap be- 
tween SGA members at NECC 
Haverhill’s Student Center and 
their colleagues at the NECC 
Lawrence John R. Dimitry Build- 
ing. 

According to Upham, it. is 
written in the SGA’s constitution 
that while talks can be held in 
Haskell’s absence, votes cannot 
be held under such conditions. 
This reality, says Upham, makes 
meetings without Haskell rela- 
tively unproductive. 

Upham adds that Haskell is, 
“the stepping stone between the 
student government and faculty, 
so she reminds us of protocols, 
fundraising, and keeps us in 
check for deadlines... She also 
contacts and reaches out to our 
resources.” Or, to put it more suc- 
cinetly, Upham deems Haskell 
“the mom of the group.” 


GSA provides safe 


place 


Gender Sexuality Alliance allows people of 
all backgrounds to get togther and talk 


ANDREW VENDITTI 
Correspondent ; , 

The Gender Sexuality Alli- 
ance meets to give all students a 
place to talk comfortably about 
their sexuality without judgment, 
club members say. 

“I want to portray, in a posi- 
tive light, people who are mis- 
represented,” said student Tristyn 
Dennis. 

Dennis is Treasurer of the 
Gender and Sexuality Alliance 
and an Art Major at NECC. 

He wants to weave a passion 
for making art into breaking stig- 
mas about the LGBTQ+ commu- 
nity. 

The club meets every Wednes- 
day in room C105 from 12-1:30 
p-m where attendees have dis- 
cussions about subjects related to 
its namesake, but students don’t 
have to be part of the LGBTQ+t 
‘community to be involved in the 
club, said club Secretary Kaily 
Burke. 

“Something people can get out 
of this club that we don’t neces- 


sarily advertise is talking about — 


mental illness, life issues and 
struggles,” she said. 
Burke is a Liberal Arts student 


interested in math and writing. - 


She wants more people to be in- 
volved in the charities and events 


they organize, but also to attend ~ 


their regular meetings. 

While the club isn’t necessar- 
ily a support group, attendees are 
there to support others in their 
life’s endeavors, she said. 

Because February is Black 
History Month, much of the 
club’s recent discussions have 
been about important contribu- 
tions black queer people have 
made to: the world. 

Every November, club presi- 
dent and psychology major Col- 
by Patrie hosts “Trans-101,” a 
panel that talks about popular 
questions, history, laws and sta- 
tistics surrounding transgendered 
people. 

Patrie often prepares pow- 
er points and discussions on 
LGBTQ+ topics and issues. 


The aforementioned cancella- 
tion has not seemed to faze the 
SGA, though. According to re- 
cords from Upham, the four (of 
five total) members present at the 
Feb. 24, closed-doors E-Board 
meeting were able to easily com- 
pensate for lost time, discussing 
matters ranging from budgeting 
to the organization of upcoming 
on-campus events, like a March 
5, Lawrence campus Internation- 
al Women’s Day demonstration. 
Upham states, “with such a small 
group, we can meet together so 
much easier, and we get stuff 
done a lot faster.” 

Yet this easy recovery via 
E-Board is, to Upham, also symp- 
tomatic of a serious problem in 
the SGA: severely low general 
membership. She cites the five 
total, all-executive members as 
indisputable proof of this. 

She argues that E-Board meet- 
ings are no longer necessary, as 
they are reserved for discussion 


.solely among elected officials, a 


type of discussion which 1s al- 
ready occurring (but, in her view, 
shouldn’t happen) during each 
Thursday meeting. Since no gen- 
eral members, or unelected stu- 
dents that sign up to attend public 
meetings, attend Thursday meet- 
ings, Upham claims that public 
meetings run exactly the same 


way as and with few-to-no differ- 
ences from E-Board meetings. 

Possible differences, she con- 
tends, include non-executive 
input and broader, more open 
discussions made possible by 
general members. The unofficial 
records say that the overall SGA, 
and especially President Saman- 
tha Cook, concurs wholly with 
this thinking. 

Upham, indicate the records, 
then represents popular priori- 
ties in saying, “Instead [of the 
E-Board meetings], we’re gonna 
be going out and having tabling 
events. We’re gonna go talk to 
students and try to get out there 
more instead of sitting in the of- 
fice, planning. We already do that 
on Thursdays. That’s gonna be 
our initiative this semester.” In 
making this statement, Upham 
indicates the SGA wants its caus- 
es to be known and consequently 
cared about by students. 

The increased attention and 
connection, she thinks, will boost 
both public interest in and gener- 
al membership within the SGA. 
After this kind of drastic change, 
through tabling events, to public 
meetings, it is likely that E-Board 
meetings would become an SGA 
staple once more. 

After all, closed-door meet- 
ings would, as in the past, have 


a function different from that 
of public meetings if many new 
general members join the student 
government. 

Other SGA-proposed  solu- 
tions to poorly filled meeting 
rooms, say records, include face- 
to-face, general member recruit- 
ment throughout NECC Haver- 
hill and Lawrence, devising a 
clear identity to show the student 
body and writing a memorable 
mission statement which encap- 
sulates, for prospective general 
members, the goals and signifi- 
cance of the SGA. 

Upham says that the relative 
absence of meeting attendees is 
largely due to the loss of many 


members who served in the fall 


2019 semester. She attributes the 
sudden drop in membership to 
several factors: “Either they, for 
whatever reason, couldn’t com- 
mit to the time, they left for other 
colleges, some left for financial 
reasons, and some just didn’t 
return as students this semester. 
Unfortunately, this can happen a 
lot at a community college; peo- 
ple come and go all the time.” 
Her bottom line is that anyone, 
no matter their resume, hoping 
to attend meetings and become 
more involved in public SGA 
meetings is allowed to do so. 


' Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 
Student hosted event now has a date 


JASMINE SANCHEZ 
Correspondent 


Speech-A-Palooza Is a Go 
Northern Essex Community 
Campus, 
has officially set a date for the 
annual speaking event, Speech- 
A-Palooza, hosted solely by 
students in the Principles of 
Public Relations course of- 


College, Haverhill 


fered at the college. 


The campus event will be 
held in Lecture Hall A of the 
Spurk building on Haverhill’s 
campus on April 14, 2020 from 


12:30-2:30pm. S 


peech-A-Palooza is a fun 
event that offers students an 
opportunity to improve their 
public speaking talents in front 
of students, staff, and the pub- 
lics of towns surrounding the 


campus. 


Students in the Public Re- 
lations class, taught by Da- 
vid Rattigan, are putting their 
skills to the test as they run the 


entire event themselves. 


The class has put together a 
Head Chair committee, as well 
as sub-committees, in order to 


fully involve everyone in 
class. 


“T think that progress with 


Speech-A-Palooza is 


mov- 


ing slowly but surely. There’s 
definitely more progress to be 
made, but I’m confident we’ll 
get there,” said Andrew Ven- 
ditti, a co-member of the Pub- 
licity Committee. 

Among the class, students 
have decided to select one stu- 
dent to put together a program 
for the event. 

Rachel Anderson, Program 
Director of Speech-A-Palooza, 
has taken that job head-on. 

She explains, “I was plan- 
ning on reaching out to (theater 
professor) Breanne (Beatrice) 
and talking to David about 
what this position usually en- 
tails and what they thought 
was the best way to go about 
it was,” in regards to actually 
piecing the program together 
as the event nears.” 

She continued, “I was plan- 
ning on putting my student 
email out on the flyers that will 
go around school that way if 
the students wanted more in- 
formation, they could contact 
me.” 

The class is working dili- 
gently on getting the word out 
to as many students as possi- 


ble. 

Venditti stated, ‘“Promot- 
ing Speech-A-Palooza in the 
school newspaper, website and 
social media would probably 
cover a lot of bases. Not every 
student checks all of these, so 
making information about it 
available everywhere might be 
more effective.” 

Social media is a huge plat- 
form in student’s lives. 

Taking that into consider- 
ation, the class has also ap- 
pointed students directly with 
social media promotion and 
further publicity as well. 

This event can also give stu- 
dents not in the class a whole 
different perspective on their 
future careers. 

When asked about hands 
on experience, like Speech- 
A-Palooza, versus book work, 
Evie Mejias, a student inter- 
ested in the world of Public 
Relations post graduation said, 
“T think that working on a proj- 
ect would definitely help more 
than just doing book work. 
People learn better with hands 
on experience rather than just 
reading from a book, I know I 
do.” 
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Vaughn Abbott’s art exhibition 


“Effigies and Transformations: A Digital Art Show” displayed in library 


By MICHELLE 
CoLBERT-MASON 


Arts & Entertainment Editor 
Calling all art lovers! 
Corhing to “NECC’s Haver- 

hill) Campus is artist Vaughn 

-Abbott’s exhibit titled “Effigies 

and Transformations: A Digi- 

tal ‘Art Show.” Made available 
just yesterday, Monday, March 

2, the exhibit is open and avail- 

able to both NECC students’ and 

the public until April 3, 2020. 
The exhibit can be found 

in the art space in the Bent- 

ley Library (A __ building), 

open from 8 am. to 5 p.m. 
Walking into the space is a 

refreshing change from the oth- 

er parts of the library plastered 
with colorful fliers, furniture, and 
studying students. The room is an 
open space, brightened by bright 
white lights close to the center of 
the room and the natural sunlight 
streaming in from the five great 
windows. The walls are plain and 
white. It’s simple — as it should 
be, ‘as the star of the show is not 
the room, but the art it holds. 

The set up of the artist’s im- 
ages is orderly, the pieces lined 
up next to one another, allow- 
ing you to stop and observe be- 
fore taking a few steps to -the 
right to soak up the next picture. 

The pieces are unique and 
each is different yet they remain 
cohesive. Some depict people, 
while others show landscapes, 
buildings, and nature. Each is 
colorful, and though they are 
still, when you focus on certain 
images, you’re able to imagine 
the movement you may feel as if 
you were actually in the image. 

One piece, which I’ve in- 
cluded a photo of, features what 
could be a sailor strongly turn- 
ing a helm, the steering wheel 
of a boat. But it is interrupted 

by a bright flash of light of vivid 

colors, including an almost-ne- 

on purple, orange, and yellow. 

An image ofa family consisting 
of what I imagine to be a grand- 
mother, father, son, and mother 
holding a baby, served as a nice 
family portrait — but with an eerie 
feel hanging around it. The eyes 
of all the members contain no pu- 
pils, as they are just shadows, con- 
tributing to its mysterious vibe. 

With a similarly eerie vibe, is 

a piece with what I interpreted to 

be a church, in black and white, 

mixing to become a dark grey, 
surrounded by clouds, adorned 
with a rooster on its steeple, giv- 
ing off the gist of a gloomy day. 

Going in a different direction, 
is an image of what appears to be 

a statue. The statue looks like a 

woman, a bird sitting on her shoul- 

der, wearing a beaded or pearl 
necklace, adorned with wings on 
her head resembling those of the 
greek god Hypnos. Beside the stat- 
ue is greenery, trees, bushes, red 
shapes sprouting from the grass, 
and above is a beautiful partially 
cloudy blue sky. This piece has 

a historic and mythological vibe. 
Overall, the collection offers a 

variety of different works and can 


appeal to a variety of different peo-. 


ple. Regardless of your usual art 
tastes, come give Abbott’s exhibit 


Works from “Effergies and Transformations: A Digital Art Show” 


a look and find a piece you like! 
Bring a friend, a family member, 
or even a few. The exhibit will be 
available for viewing for the next 


32 days so don’t sit on it-- grab 
your Monet and Gogh! (Money 
not actually required as the ex- 
hibit is free of charge to all, but 


it was a great pun nonetheless). 

An Artist’s Reception will 
be held on March 5 at 3:30 p.m. 
giving you the chance to meet 


Photos by Michelle Colbert-Mason 


‘ 


~ the artist, Vaughn Abboit — a 


2013 graduate of NECC = and 
hear him speak on the cre- 
ation of his works displayed. 
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NECC alum achieves his dream 


Story continued from Page | 


He said when he was looking 
at schools to transfer to, he want- 
ed to stay local. “Financially it 
made more sense to go to an in- 
state school for the reduced tui- 
tion expenses. I knew I would 
have to apply for loans and that 
those loans would haunt me for a 
lot of my adult years, so staying 
local was important,” said Incon- 
tri. 

When it came time to transfer 
from NECC, Incontri only ap- 
plied to two schools, which he 
said was scary looking back. He 
applied.to Rhode Island School 
of Design (RISD) and MassArt. 
He had help from his professors 
here at NECC, they wrote him 
outstanding letters of recommen- 
dation, he said. “I always recom- 
mend building relationships with 
your professors,” said Incontri. 

Incontri took classes with 
Mare Mannheimer, who’s taught 
at NECC for more than 19 years 
and Brian Martin an adjunct pro- 
fessor. Incontri says Mannheimer 
played a huge role in who he 
would become as an artist. “If 
you showed up with your work 
late, he would call you out and 
I genuinely needed that. I need- 
ed someone to hold me account- 
able,” said Incontri. 

One of the professors, Brian 
Martin who Incontri describes as 
patient and someone who took a 
genuine interest in the work of his 
students, wrote a letter of recom- 
mendation for Incontri. Martin 
said that having Incontri in class 
was a great experience. “He was 


one of the hardest workers and he 
had a great attitude that resonated 
in class. He also turned out some 
incredible work, a lot of which I 
still show students as an exam- 
ple! All around, he was just a su- 
perb student and a great guy.” 
Incontri ended up not 
getting into RISD, but he did 
get into MassArt. According to 
Incontri transferring to MassArt 


was very smooth. “Art is a very > 


subjective major, every school 
has its own specific standards of 
what’s necessary for a degree, so 
I was very scared that a lot of my 


credits weren’t going to transfer,” 


he said. He said luckily, all of his 
general education credits from 
NECC transferred with ease so 
when he started at MassArt he 
was taking almost éxclusively art 
classes.” 

When he went to MassArt he 
said he was blown away with 
the amount of overlapping facul- 
ty that taught at both RISD and 
MassArt. He felt like he got an 
education at MassArt, a public 
state school, similar to the educa- 
tion he would’ve gotten at RISD, 
a private and prestigious art and 
design school. 

While at MassArt, Incontri 
took a class from a new professor, 
who was also new to the area. Be- 
ing in Incontri’s nature, he took 
an interest in getting to know the 
professor on a personal level and 
would engage in conversation 
with him before and after class, 
according to Incontri. Incontri 
would give him Boston recom- 


Another sample of Matt Incontri’s art. 


Photo by Patty Gosselin 


Samples of Matt Incontri’s art are shown to mimic his animated “m” logo. 


mendations and from there the 
two built a professional and per- 
sonal relationship. When it came 
time for Incontri to start looking 
for jobs, he sent his resume to this 
professor for advice. The profes- 
sor offered him an interview at 
the tech company he was working 
for and, long story short, Incontri 
got hired and that professor was 
now his boss. He hired Incontri 
as an animator/illustrator for the 
tech company PTC based out of 
Boston. 

“Treating everyone with kind- 
ness and professionalism can 
help you out in the end. I’ve 


been working for this company 
for three years and he’s still my 
boss,” said Incontri. 

So how did Incontri, with an 


NECC and MassArt education : 


under his belt, end up produc- 
ing content for NBC’s Saturday 
Night Live (SNL)? Advice right 
from Incontri: “Always, always 
work. Whether you’re working 
for a company or you’re just pur- 
suing personal work, that work 
will always lead to more oppor- 


- tunities.” 


Incontri saw that his coworker 
was releasing a children’s book 
and decided, as a personal proj- 


Photo by Matt Incontri 


ect, that he wanted to animate 
one of the characters from his 
coworker’s book. He spent a cou- 
ple weeks on the project and pro- 
duced a clip of the character play- 
ing ukulele on a loop. He shared 
that with his coworker, who in 
turn also shared it, and a friend 
of the coworker who worked at 
SNL saw it. When SNL realized 
that they needed some animation 
done they saw Incontri’s work 
and contacted him. 

“Just a silly quick social media 
animation led to me designing and 
animating a commercial for SNL 
that was used to promote Tina 
Fey’s reappearance on the show 
as a host. They wanted to have an 
animated journey through her ca- 
reer as a teaser for the episode,” 
said Incontri who was excited to 
be hired by the popular tv-show. 

Currently, Incontri is_ still 
working for PTC, but he works 
remotely from Los Angeles, 
where there is a much higher de- 
mand for animators, according 
to him. He says graphic design 
is a universal language, and ev- 
ery company in the world needs 
strong graphic designers, while 
the need for animators remains 
strongly selective. 

Incontri offered advice: “Pur- 
sue what you’re interested in, 
your passion will always shine 
through, and if you enjoy it other 
people will enjoy it too. NECC 
is an underrated place, it has a 
stigma around it that people only 
enroll as a last option, but a ton 
of my classmates have gone off 
and done great things. Even if it’s 
a stepping stone or you go there 
full time it’s a great resource,” he 
said. : 
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Immigration expert speaks at NECC 


A strong case in favor of diversity 


By IsarE GRULLON 
Features Editor 


At the Haverhill Campus on Wednes-’ 


_ day, Feb. 12, Dr. Westy Egmont, direc- 
tor of Boston College School of Social 
Work’s Immigrant Integration Lab, gave 
an anecdotal and riveting speech focused 
on immigration reform. 

“The greatness of America is hidden 
in plain sight... we are a nation of immi- 
grants,” said Egmont. 

He: continued to describe the various 
ways and reasons why immigrants have 
come and continue to arrive in the United 

~ States in hopes of making it their home. 
“J salute us all for coming together to be- 
come this people, who I preciously honor 
as fellow Americans,” he said. 

The current U.S. population is 100 
times the number it was on the day of its 
independence, going from 3.3 million to 
330 million people. 

‘ “Has it been a disgrace, a difficulty, a 
problem, that we have indeed welcomed 
people from all over the world, who have 
fed our industries and who have worked 
our lands?” Egmont asked. 

“T think not,” he answered. 

“Thriving cities and immigrants go to- 
gether” he said. 

According to Egmont, in order to main- 
tain the population as it is, the replace- 
ment rate must be kept at 2.1 children per 
woman. Currently the fertility rate is 1.7 
children per woman. 

The population is dependent on immi- 
grants arriving at steady pace, he said. 

“We need a new immigrant every 
44 seconds to keep our nation growing. 
That’s about the same as four native 
births,” Egmont said. 

“We’ve had a decline last year of over 
200,000 new arrivals. That’s a 70% de- 
cline in one year,” he said. He added that, 
“the New York Times and Washington 
Post both opine that this is directly related 


to the policies of Washington D.C. and the’ 


current administration.” 

The U.S. also has fewer international 
students while other countries have in- 
creased their enrollment. This is according 
to a baseline comparison shared at a re- 
cent meeting of the International Steering 

. 


Committee of Metropolis; an internation- 
al network of researchers, policy makers, 
and community groups engaged in iden- 
tifying, understanding and responding to 
developments in diversity and migration. 

While other countries are competing 
for international students, including stu- 
dents from the U.S., “The United States 
puts no visa attachment to our graduates 
and does not assure them the chance to 
continue to contribute to this econom,” 
said Egmont. 

Everything from food, to health care, 
to entertainment is affected by immigra- 
tion. 
Egmont shared a story about a recent 
hospitalization where everyone he en- 
countered during his stay was an immi- 
grant and he was told by his charge nurse 
that 90 nationalities were represented on 
that one floor alone. 

He mentioned that the Boston Red Sox 
2019 roster included players from Aruba, 
Dominican Republic, Hong Kong, Mexi- 
co, Taiwan and Venezuela. 

“We face a decision, however, of a 
lifetime in this voting election. This time 
around, because of the amount of anti-im- 
migrant rhetoric that has come into the 
public ground,” said Egmont. 

' Egmont quoted President Kennedy, 
“Immigration policy should 
be generous, should be fair, it should be 
flexible. With such a policy we can turn to 
the world and to our own past, with clean 
hands and a clear conscience.” 

There currently are 11 nations banned 
from traveling to the U.S., most of which 
are of Black or Arab ethnicity. Nations 
painted with a broad brush and labeled as 
threats to the U.S. “Such misunderstand- 


. ing of humankind,” says Egmont. 


Dr. Egmont fears that this generation, 
despite having access to more communi- 
cation and information, have fewer facts. 
“Tt is our responsibility to be fact based, 
to be students, to be learning all the time, 
“what is it that makes America great?’...”, 
he said. 

“We have to decry the lie that immi- 
grants steal our jobs, it’s simply not true,” 


s 


Courtesy photo by Janel D’Agata Lynch 


Dr. Westy Egmont giving a speech titled, “We Need More Immigrants,” on 


Feb. 12, at the Haverill campus. 


he said, 

“Our world depends on our challeng- 
ing these misconceptions and these lies. 
In fact, one of the great truths is that of 
the Fortune 500 companies, the great em- 
ployers of America, 50% from the Fortune 
500 companies were founded by an immi- 
grant,” he said. “It’s immigrants who feed 
the economy, who drive us forward, who 
allow us to take creative risks, and who 


often themselves come willing to pay any 
price for that success.” 

Egmont asked the audience to see “the . 
evil of our false nationalism.” 

There were about 150 faculty, stu- 
dents, and staff in attendance of Egmont’s 
speech. Half the audience raised their 
hands when asked by Egmont if they or 
someone they knew was an immigrant. 


A helpful tool for struggling students | 


By Matt MaILuor 
Correspondent 


For most college students, math is 
a very tricky subject to handle, and for 
many, it is a subject that must be mas- 
tered or at least managed easily in order to 
move on from school. 

Thankfully a small tutoring room on 
the Haverhill campus of Northern Essex 
has all the answers to your problems - lit- 
erally. 

“Practice makes perfect. If they’re 
coming for help, I don’t feel like there’s 
anything to be embarrassed about. We’re 
all in the same boat,” says tutor Anthony 
Bowers. 

“For students who are struggling they 
should come here, because we know the 
skills needed to pass the classes. We’ve all 


been there before.” 

The math tutoring center also doubles 
as a science tutoring center, which means 
it caters well to anyone needing help in 
either area, 

Inside the center, you’ll find many 
teachers and tutors, like Bowers, who are 
willing and able to lend you a hand and 
hear your troubles out. 

They’ ll happily sit with you and walk 
you through whatever problems you have 
trouble with, and since they have expe- 
rience in these subjects, it means you’re 
getting help from people who know what 
they’re talking about. 

Hazury Garcia, a student who seeks tu- 
toring at the center, agrees with this. 


’ “T come in, I look for somebody to 
help with my homework, and it feels good 
finding out that this was an option. One 
little thing can change everything about a 

‘class.”, she says. 

Student reception is strong. Students 
struggling in math and science are open- 
ly seeking guidance at the tutoring cen- 
ter. Many who has received help has ex- 
pressed no regret and would gladly do it 
again. 

Any student who finds themselves fall- 
ing behind and wants to catch up should 
consider making their way to the center. 
The staff will gladly. help you catch up 
with everyone else. 

Success isn’t considered a possibility 


Math and science tutoring at NEC G 


inside this small tutoring center - it is very 
much considered a certainty. 

“Because I need to train for calculus,” 
says student Mayerley Astacio, “I’ve been 
here for a long time so I know if I have 
class that has mathematics, it’s easier to 
come here for help instead of doing it on 
my own.” 

The tutoring center is located on the © 
second floor of the C building (The Liber- 
al Arts building) in room C205. 

Tutoring on the Haverhill Campus 
during the spring semester is available 
through May 8. 

For more information, the tutoring cen- 
ter can be contacted by calling (978) 556- 
3411. 


Pa 
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By MELANIE POLANCO 

Lifestyles editor 

The semester is flying by and 
before we know it we are go- 
ing to reach the end of another 
spring semester. Sometimes we 
go come into the semester with 
goals and expectations that we 
would like to meet before the se- 
mester ends, but sometimes it be- 
comes a little difficult when you 
are juggling life, school and oth- 
er daily activities. It is very easy 
to become sidetracked, and lose 
motivation, but it is essential to 
make sure that you stay well pre- 
pared and organized. Especially 
in those moments when you are 
lacking motivation, even looking 
into the small things that excite 
you may help after an over- 
whelming day. Some students 
were asked what helps them stay 
motivated and on task, they were 
able to share small pointers on 
what helps them stay on track.“I 
usually have a planner with me 
that helps me remember that I 
have homework, exams, and due 
dates. I dedicate certain hours to 
do homework,” says Janalyn La- 
Rocque, nursing student. It is im- 


Quinnipiac 


UNIVERSITY 


WE SEE MORE THAN A STUDENT 


Lets Get it done 


Students share advice and tips on staying organized 


My future motivates me to keep on going because it is what I 


am here for. 
- Janalyn LaRocque 


portant to make sure all of those 
assignments are written where 
you can see them, because with 
a plate full of responsibilities it 
is vital to make sure everything 
is done on time. 

“My future motivates me to 
keep on going because it is what 
I am here for. I am learning about 
things that help me when I start 
my career in nursing. A word of 
advice I’d give to someone who 
is unmotivated is to keep on go- 
ing. The harder you work the 
more it will pay off in the end. 
Strive toward your goals and 
don’t give up,” says LaRocque. 

As the semester continues 
and work piles on it is important 
to stay motivated and focused no 
matter how difficult it may get. It 
is completely normal to become 
stressed out when you have so 


many assignments to pass in and 
so many deadlines, but it is im- 
portant to find a way to cope with 
the stress so that it doesn’t affect 
your school work. 

LaRoque says “When I am 
stressed, there are usually a 
million things running through 
my head and I tend to feel over- 
whelmed. To cope with it I usual- 
ly just take time to step back and 
breathe, break everything I have 
to do in steps so it is less over- 
whelming.” 

Zaida Pimentel, Business 
Transfer says, “What I feel helps 
me a lot to stay organized during 
the semester is to write every- 
thing down. For example I have 
my google planner, and then 
I also have a manual planner 
where I am able to write down 
everything that I think is import- 


WE SEE A FUTURE LEADER 


At Quinnipiac, everything we do is laser-focused on the future. It’s why 

we combine market-driven knowledge with practical applications. It’s why 
we integrate world-sized learning opportunities with classrooms and facilities 
that are custom fit for today’s work environments. And, with the support of 
an accessible and engaged faculty, our graduates are prepared for 2Ist-century 


careers because they are always a step ahead. 


EXPERIENCE TODAY'S QU 
Open House: 
Sunday, March | 


Transfer Information Sessions: 
Monday, March 16 | Tuesday, May 12 


Register or schedule a visit: qu.edu/visit 


Apply: qu.edu/transfer 
Email: transfer@qu.edu 


STUDENT 


International Stu 


ant. Everything that is happening 
outside of class and everything 
that is happening in class. That 
helps me a lot ! And because I 
will be transferring soon to a 
four year college that helps keep 
me motivated. I know that I have 
a certain goal that I need to get 
there, and to get there I need to 
work really hard.” 

Pimental says “ When I am 
stressed I just try to look for- 
ward to being home, and laying 
down, listening to some music 
and chill, I also go to the gym 
and enjoy the sauna, | find that is 
very helpful and very detoxing.” 

Each student has a different 
way of handling stress and dead- 
lines, but they mostly all have 
something in common and it is 
writing everything down! The 
important thing here is to handle 


it with positivity. 

“When school gets stressful, 
which is pretty often, with dead- 
lines, teachers, and sometimes 
even competition with yourself, 
which I am very aware of that it 
isn’t good to do but it happens, 
what I have been and what has 
been working is simply just get- 
ting a planner and writing down 
all of the dates so every time you 
look at the planner, you see what 
is next and you just get to it,” 
says Genesis Mariel De Jesus, 
journalism major. 

De Jesus says “15 minutes 
each day of simply taking notes 
until the due date will help ! at 
least for me because the due 
dates are far apart. And honest- 
ly just knowing that you can do 
it. Sometimes I truly want to just 
leave everything, but you must 
have a smart mindset and under- 
stand that it isn’t going to help 
in the long run. Get it done and 
save yourself the trouble.” 

Although it may seem like it 
is never ending, it isn’t. Make 
sure to stay positive and starve 
whatever isn’t allowing you to 
push through and get it done! 
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Hot streak for esports team 


By Tuomas HouGHTon 
Sports Editor 

Northern Essex Community 
Colleges esports team has had a 
successful start for the month of 
February. The Overwatch team 
is 3-1, Rocket League is 3-0 
and Super Smash Bros Ultimate 
is 5-1 on the season. They look 
to improve their record with the 
upcoming games for the next 
month. 

This being the second semes- 
ter of esports being up, Kirmy 
“Kirmy” Ramos, an Overwatch 
player who has contributed to the 
team’s success. 

“Tt’s fun, I like to compete and 
get better in the process,” said 
Ramos. “We have respect for one 
another when we play together, 
we are able to cooperate as well 
and just have empathy towards 
one another” 

Overwatch is a game where it 
is a six on six-match with heros 
attacking one another to protect 
points to where it is as much as 
a strategy game as well as it is a 
team-based first-person shooter. 
“We as a team have a practice 
once a week, but we try to prac- 
tice as much as we can,” Ramos 
said. 

Another Overwatch player is 
Dylan “HauntedMage” Fontaine, 
who as well has contributed to 
the team’s success. 

“We look at both wins and 
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losses and look to reflect on the 
mistakes from either or and im- 
prove on them,” Fontaine said. 

Overwatch has its own profes- 
sional esports league that gained 
1.12 million viewership during 
the Overwatch finals. 

“When watching the pro play- 
ers play, you can replicate some 
of what the pros do into your 
own style of play and improve 
on that,” Fontaine said. “We also 
have a replay system we can 
watch from our past games to see 
what we did wrong and what we 
can do to improve on.” 

Coach David Arivella is in his 
second semester with the esports 
team and has seen improvement 
from the team in just a semester 

“T’m proud of the program 
we have here and the players we 
have playing these games for us,” 
Arviella said. “We want this pro- 
gram to be seen as an equal sport 
to others and that it be recognized 
for the skill and talent our players 
have.” 

The importance of school is 
always important and while this 
is a sport it could be hard to bal- 
ance the sport with school work. 

“Academics is the most im- 
portant, I look to find a way to 
balance the players for their 
homework, work and them con- 
tributing to the team overall, I 
am proud of the players I have to 
coach,” Arivella said. 

The esports team plays every 


Players explain their reasons for winning 


Photo by T.J. Houghton 


Michael “Lotus Blossom” Bushway plays a ranked League of Legends match to im- 
prove his rating on Feb. 25 in the esports room at NECC. 


week for each game with their 
schedule being up on_https:// 
neccknights.com/sports/es- 
ports/2019-20/schedule — where 
you can check out when each 


game is being played. The way 
you can watch these games is on 
Twitch.tv/necc knights where 
they have all the live streams for 
the games plus past videos if you 


Track & Field Schedule 


at Bears Invitational @ Bridgewater State University 


at Corsair Invitational @ UMass-Dartmouth 


Fri. 5 at Regis Spring Classic @ Regis College- Weston, MA 


at. 6at Jim Sheehan Invitational @ Fitchburg State University 


at Penmen Relays @ Southern NH UNiversity 
at Eric Loeschner Memorial Invite @ Fitchburg State University 
at Yale Springtime Invitational @ Yale 


at NJCAA National Championship % @ Mohawk Valley Community College 
at NJCAA National Championship % @ Mohawk Valley Community College 
at NJCAA National Championship % @ Mohawk Valley Community College 


want to watch the past games 
played. The Knights look to im- 
prove on their records and head- 
into the playoffs strong in this 
upcoming month. 


9:00AM 


11:00AM 


2:30PM 
10:00am 


TBD 
TBD 
TBD 


TBD 
TBD 
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Engage in the Wellness and Fitness Center 
Opportunity to participate in getting active at NECC 


By Devon ANTHONY 
Correspondent 

» Here at NECC we have many 
activities around campus that en- 
courage a healthy lifestyle that 
many students have been taking 
advantage of all year long. 

At the wellness and fitness 
center located on campus there 
are many workout tools that can 
be used to sharpen your body 
such as free weights, treadmills, 
bicycles, and jump ropes. 

Hearing all this you may think 
that this is an area that is only re- 
served for the athletes but from 
the times of 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. the 
center is open for all looking to 
get a workout in. 


March 


University of Connecticut at Avery Point 
University of Connecticut at Avery Point 


One of the best features of 
the fitness center is the open 
gym where you can find the lit- 
tle sprouts on the court or some 
of the local guys playing three on 
three action. 

The gym is very spacious and 
offers a total of six hoops and 
enough to have a volleyball game 
as well. 

Many students go to the fitness 
center and one of the familiar fac- 
es in the crowd is Julio Ortiz ,a 
member of the transitional sup- 
port crew at NECC. 

When not working hard to help 
find students resources around 
campus, you can find Ortiz in the 
gym working hard. 


He has a passion for fitness 
and health and thinks that the 
center is a great way to network 
and meet others around campus. 

When asked about what is his 
favorite thing about the fitness 
center Ortiz says, “I love the 
fact that I can interact with the 
students on a more mutual level 


- and they can see me as someone 


more than a staff member. I can 
do something with the NECC 
community that I feel passionate 
about and always see others grow 
in their health journey.” 

With all great things there is 
always room for improvement 
and Ortiz sees areas where the 
gym could be better. 


Small things such as more 
space in the weight room down- 
stairs and a more constant sched- 
ule of events can help things run 
smoothly while also attracting 
people to the gym. 

Ortiz has found a problem that 
many don’t bring up often and 
that is the situation of the Law- 
rence campus not having a gym. 
“T’ve noticed that the Lawernce 
campus doesn’t have a gym, but 
they do have a YMCA that is 
nearby and. is great as it is free 
for students. But not having a 
home gym in Lawernce losses 
that community feel that NECC 
is supposed to bring,” he said. 

Despite the small shortcom- 


Baseball Schedule 


Mid Michigan College 

at Mid Michigan College 

at Prairie State College 

Itasca Community College 
Genesee Community College 

at Genesee Community College 
vs. Niagara County Community College @ Lake Myrtle 3 RussMatt Invitational 
vs. Niagara County Community College @ Lake Myrtle 3 RussMatt Invitational 
Chain of Lakes Field 1 


Herkimer College 
at Herkimer College 
Brookdale Community College 


Softball Schedule 


Southern Maine CC * 4 
Central Maine CC * / 
Central Maine CC * 4 


Southern Maine CC * 4 


at Southern Maine CC * 4 
at Southern Maine CC * 4 


at NHTI* 4 


at NHTI* 4 

Great Bay CC * 4 

Great Bay CC * 4 

at Central Maine CC * 4 


Trinity Stadium, Haverhill MA 
Trinity Stadium, Haverhill MA 


Lake Bonny, FL Field 2 
Lake Bonny, FL Field 2 
Chain of Lakes Field 4 
Chain of Lakes Field 4 
Lake Myrtle, FL Field 8 
Lake Myrtle, FL Field 8 


Chain of Lakes Field 1 
Lake Myrtle, FL Field 2 


West Roxbury HS, 1205 VFW Parkway West Roxbury MA 
West Roxbury HS, 1205 VFW Parkway West Roxbury MA 
Madison Park HS, Malcolm X Blvd, Roxbury MA 


Madison Park HS, Malcolm X Blvd, Roxbury MA 


ings of the gym, NECC has a lot 
to offer in terms of fitness and 
wellness. Z 

Ortiz also recommends that if 
you’re a first-time gym member 
that bringing a friend can help 
ease the anxiety and give you 
knowledge of the weights and 
how. to properly workout on all 
the equipment. 

Any student looking to get in 
shape for the summer or just try- 
ing to break a hot sweat during 
these cold winter months should 
give the fitness center a try. 

Just bring your student ID and 
enjoy your local fitness center be- 
fore the semester is over. 


1:00 PM 
3:30 PM 
10:00 AM 
12:30 PM 
12:45 PM 
3:45 PM © 
3:30 PM 
5:00 PM 
9:30 AM 
12:00 PM 
12:00 PM 
3:00 PM 
3:30 PM 


10:00 AM 
3:00 PM 
10:00 AM 


12:30 PM 


12:00 PM 
2:00 PM 
TBD 
TBD 
TBD 
TBD 
TBD 
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ZACHARY CUTTER 
Correspondent 

For those who don’t know 
what alternate history is, what if 
history took a different course? 


~ Say for instance what if the South 


Won the Civil War? Or the cold 
war got hot? Here is a show that 
takes part in this exercise 

“Watchmen” is both a film and 
a TV show and set in the world 
of the bestselling and celebrated 
graphic novel of all time by the 
same name. 

The film was directed by Zack 
Snyder who worked previously 
on the adaptation of Frank Miller 
graphic novel on the Last Stand 
at Thermopylae “300.” “Watch- 
men” the movie is*set in an al- 
ternate 1985 where costumed 
adventures are outlawed and the 
world is on the brink of nuclear 
war and the “Doomsday Clock” 
has its hand set to two minutes till 
midnight which means the world 
is very close to Mutually Assured 
Destruction or M.A.D. 

The Soviet Union invaded 
Afghanistan in that -same year 
whereas in our timeline they 
invaded Afghanistan on Dec. 
25 1979. Richard Nixon is still 
President of the United States 


Just for Fun 
What if? 


Watchmen series builds off previous universe to explore alternate history 


and successfully covered up his 
involvement in the Watergate 
break in. America won the Viet- 
nam War with the help of the only 
Metahuman in their universe Dr. 
Manhattan. 

The film stars Jeffery Dean 
Morgan who would later play 
Negan in AMC’s “The Walking 
Dead,” He plays The Comedi- 
an who is an active government 
agent and does spec ops and is 
murdered in the opening minutes 
of the film. He worked alongside 
Dr. Manhattan who is still operat- 
ing with the Government. 

The other cast of characters in 
this film features the likes of Pat- 
rick Wilson who plays Dan Drie- 
berg otherwise as known as Nite 
Owl II. Patrick Wilson’s most 
recent role was in the 2019 Mov- 
ie Midway. Jackie Earl Haley 
plays Rorschach, the still active 
vigilante who doesn’t work with 
the government and it is consid- 
ered by the public an outlaw. He 
would later play Freddy Kruger 
in the “Nightmare on Elm Street” 
remake. It has all the twists and 
turns and it keeps you on the edge 
of the seat as the mystery contin- 
ues to unfold. 

However for the cut of the film 
the Directors or the ultimate cut 


Framingham 
State University 


is the best versions of the film 
instead theatrical cut. The direc- 
tor’s cut adds in more scenes that 
were not in the original. The di- 
rector’s cut would be considered 
by many the superior version. 
The ultimate cut combines the 
director’s cut along with Tales of 
the Black Freighter, which was a 
pirate comic in the original story. 

Nearly 10 years later HBO de- 
cided to bring “Watchmen” to the 
small screen and it is set nearly 
34 years after the events of the 
original story ended. The story 
takes place in the small town of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma in 2019. The 


FSU is Accepting Transfer Applications 


lf you are thinking about transferring from a 
community college or another university, explore 
your options at Framingham State University. 


We're ready to help! 
Contact us now and learn about our easy transfer admiss 


* Discover opportunities at FSU 
* Speak with Admissions Counselors 
* Tour our beautiful New England campus 


For more information, visit www.framingham.edu/transfer 
or call 508-626-4500 


: Courtesy photo 
country is under the rule of Pres- 


ident Robert Redford and the 
Tulsa Police Department where it 
has mask protection laws for cops 
because of the Seventh Calvary 
attacking them in an event called 
the white night. 

The Seventh Calvary is white 
separatist movement who hijack 
Rorschach’s message and uses 
his shifting mask as their own and 
uses his journal as their hate filled 
bible. The first episode shows one 
dark moment out of the many 
dark moments in United States 
History, it showed the Tulsa Race 
riot and Massacre of 1921. 


Those riots featured in the 
show leading to the public learn- 
ing more about the riot and mas- 
sacre and it leading to the search 
for the mass grave of the victims 
of the riot. That event led to 
deaths of 36 people. The show 
features an ensemble cast of big 
name actors like Tim Blake Nel- 
son who plays a new character 
called Looking Glass. Nelson 
was in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe Movie “The Incredi- 
ble Hulk” that came out in 2008. 
Looking Glass was there at the 
end of original story of “Watch- 
men” and is a Tulsa native. 

Another big name cast mem- 
ber is Regina King who played 
sister night and her backstory is 
tragic and she was born in Viet- 
nam as it is the 51st state where it 
is chaotic over there. The biggest 
naine out of them is Jeremy Irons 
who plays “Humanity’s Savior” 
Adrian Veidt, otherwise known as 
Ozymandias whose whereabouts 
is a mystery to the viewer but for 
the public he is considered le- 
gally dead. The mystery unfolds 
with a death at the end of the first 
episode. The show’s second sea- 
son is up the in the air as creator 
Damon Lindelhoff said he was 
just doing one season. 


tom 
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